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 “The O.J. Simpson story is, for me, the greatest story in sports. My legacy lies in it,” said O.J. Simpson on his 80th birthday. “It’s as good as anything I’ll ever write.” The not-guilty verdict, the first-ever felony murder conviction and the ensuing circus trial have made Simpson a household name. Yet in a career full of memorabilia and endless celebrity, there is another side to Simpson that is as
compelling as his crime: the man who won three Super Bowls, played 10 years in the NFL, won three gold medals in the 1968 Olympics and was one of the greatest receivers in the history of the game. “Simpson’s story has always had three sides,” said Bruce Allen, co-owner of the Chicago White Sox and the current president of the NFL Players Association. “What Simpson was, what he did and the

legacy that has come to him.” “The fact that you’re sitting in my chair, reading my words, it’s one of the most incredible moments of my life,” said Simpson, who grew up poor in Oceanside, California. “I have always been a huge sports fan.” Born in San Francisco in the late 1930s, Simpson grew up in a comfortable family in Oceanside, a picturesque town of about 65,000 on the Pacific Coast. He was
a local legend as a teenage sprinter who would repeatedly outrun older and bigger boys, including future Olympic track star and Pittsburgh Steelers Hall of Famer Lynn Swann, who would eventually be among Simpson’s friends. “He was the coolest guy in town,” said Mark Gimpel, the author of several O.J. Simpson books and the executive director of the Kiggins-Simpson Library, a library in

Oceanside, where Simpson donated money to build his name and a simple message in the courtyard: “U n N o t o f W r I t t e d.” “He was the cool guy who would help you or if you were bad, he’d beat you up,” said Lynn Swann, whose father was a Navy officer and football coach in Oceanside. “You either liked him or you didn’t.” O.J. was a dared f3e1b3768c
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